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Book Review 
Decolonizing Theology in Canada 
Decolonizing Church: Emerging Voices Speak, ed.	Néstor	Medina	and	Becca	Whitla.	Montreal	&	Kingston:	McGill-Queen’s	
University	Press,	2025.	xiv	+	230	pp.

and lament over the limitations of crip bodies so they 
can be present within the Church on their own terms. 
Spies highlights the transformative nature of people 
like herself failing to perform to the expectations of 
others. Chapter 8, by Joëlle M. Morgan, describes 
her involvement in working to decolonize Indigenous-
settler relations in Canada as a queer white settler 
woman	 and	 reflects	 on	 how	 the	Canaanite	woman	
calls Jesus’ presentation of a settler God to account in 
Matthew 15:27. Chapter 9, by Adele Halliday, explores 
how on Turtle Island, the relationships and histories 
of Indigenous and Black Peoples are intertwined and 
complex. She concludes that Black and Indigenous 
Peoples need to stand in solidarity and work together 
toward decolonization. Chapter 10, by Medina and 
Whitla, explores how liturgy can be a form of resis-
tance to the heritage of colonialism by embodying a 
decolonial theoethics. They argue that marginalized 
peoples’ lived experience and cultural contexts need 
to be recognized as sources of knowledge for de-
colonizing ethics and liturgical expressions. Chapter 
11, by Ray Aldred, highlights differences between 
Indigenous ways of knowing and being and those of 
Euro-Canadian	 society.	He	 argues	 that	 churches	 in	
Canada need to develop emotional intelligence so 
they can relate to the trauma Indigenous Peoples have 
experienced through generations of oppression and 
work at honouring, respecting, and learning from them 
so	the	two	can	work	together	to	find	a	way	to	live	as	
relatives.	 The	 afterword,	 by	Carol	B.	Duncan,	 notes	
that the presence of non-Indigenous racialized mi-
norities and others who have also experienced various 
forms of colonizing oppression disturbs a simple bi-
nary between Indigenous and settler and complicates 
the work of decolonization. 

Many of these authors emphasize the importance 
of storytelling, particularly regarding their own ex-
perience and the history of their community. Some 
buttress	their	personal	narratives	with	social-scientific	
analysis and data. The emphasis in each chapter is 
on the alienation and oppressions that each author 
has experienced and is primarily engaged with. It is 
odd that there is no chapter by a francophone person 
in this collection, as the francophone community has 

Néstor Medina is Associate Professor of Religious 
Ethics	 and	Culture	 at	 Emmanuel	 College,	 Toronto.	
Becca Whitla is Professor of Practical Ministry at St. 
Andrew’s College, Saskatoon. Together they have 
edited this collection of essays on decolonial theol-
ogy in the Canadian context. The book begins with a 
foreword by Michel Andraos, who argues that although 
Canadian churches have apologized for participating 
in colonialism, they remain deeply colonial in many 
of their worldviews and practices. Medina and Whitla 
provide	an	introduction	that	defines	coloniality	as	the	
“Eurocentric	web	 of	 relationships	 that	 continues	 to	
condition peoples and societies” (6). The book’s topic 
is how decolonizing approaches can and should re-
shape theology and church practices in Canada and 
challenge churches to move beyond apologies to 
concrete action. 

Chapter 1, by Carmen Lansdowne, argues that tra-
ditional Indigenous worldviews, which teach balance 
between people’s needs and those of others, along 
with respect for interdependency, can help Christianity 
be more life-giving in a time of climate change. 
Chapter 2, by Ahmeda Mansaray-Richardson, notes 
that a key part of decolonizing is to recognize who 
is speaking through you, which worldviews and per-
spectives your speech may be channelling. Chapter 3, 
by Chung Yan Lam, emphasizes the importance of 
storytelling by marginalized peoples to present their 
histories and views of reality and offers a reread-
ing	of	 the	Samson	and	Delilah	story	 from	Yan	Lam’s	
marginalized	perspective.	Chapter	4,	by	Emo	Yango,	
examines how Filipino immigrants to Canada typically 
bring a colonial consciousness with them and how this 
inclines them to acquiesce to white supremacy here. 
Decolonizing	 involves	 exposing,	 criticizing,	 and	 un-
learning	this	colonial	mentality.	Chapter	5,	by	Hyejung	
Jessie	Yum,	reflects	on	how	while	racialized	persons	
like herself are marginalized by white society, they are 
also involved, consciously or otherwise, in various 
oppressions	 of	 others.	Chapter	 6,	 by	Rafael	 Vallejo,	
describes	 the	difficult	 and	precarious	 life	 of	migrant	
farmworkers in southern Ontario and their struggle for a 
better life. Chapter 7, by Miriam Spies, argues that dis-
ability or Crip theologies need to acknowledge anger 
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been resisting colonization and marginalization by 
English-speaking	Canada	for	over	200	years.	Still,	this	
is a solid and important collection of essays that sets 
an agenda on an important topic in contemporary the-
ology. It will be useful for theological educators, clergy, 
and	educated	lay	people	in	the	Church.	Every	theologi-
cal library should have a copy. 

Don Schweitzer
St. Andrew’s College, Treaty 6 Territory 
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Accidental Friends
Stories from my life in community 
By Beth Porter
As L’Arche communities across the country celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of L’Arche in Canada, this beautifully 
written memoir tells the inside story of daily life shared by people 
with a variety of abilities and limitations in L’Arche Daybreak, 
the earliest Canadian L’Arche community.
It is full of touching, sometimes amusing, but always life-affirming 
stories, and formational moments from the lives not only of author 
Beth Porter, who has been a part of the Daybreak community across 
four decades, but also of many others (including writer and pastor 

Henri Nouwen) alongside whom she lived and worked in this time.
Before coming to L’Arche in 1980, Beth Porter taught university English in Canada. She was 
lead editor for the book Befriending Life: Encounters with Henri Nouwen.
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Listening to Indigenous Voices: A Dialogue 
Guide on Justice and Right Relationships
Jesuit Forum for Social Faith and Justice

Listening to Indigenous Voices explores Indigenous 
worldviews, examines the history of colonization, 
and concludes with sessions on righting 
relationships, decolonization, and indigenization. 
!e guide features writings from authors such 
as Arthur Manuel, Beverly Jacobs, Lee Maracle, 
Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair, Sylvia McAdam 
Saysewahum, John Borrows, and Robin Wall 
Kimmerer, along with works from a variety of 
Indigenous artists including Christi Belcourt and 
Kent Monkman. 
Each session includes questions to guide sharing 
circles as well as curriculum ideas for use in 

secondary and post-secondary educational settings. !e guide is also available  
in French under the title À l’écoute des voix autochtones.
!e Jesuit Forum for Social Faith and Justice promotes small-group sharing  
circles to foster transformative learning and engagement on themes related to 
ecology, justice, spirituality, and right relationships. 
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A Synod Diary
Sixty Days that Shook the Church
Michael W. Higgins

Modelled on John Reed’s celebrated Ten Days that 
Shook the World, his lively chronicling of the October 
1917 Russian Revolution, this is a journal and  
commentary on and during the high point of the  
Bergoglio papacy—the October 2023 and 2024  
Synod on Synodality.

“!is is a sketchbook by a journalist and English  
literature professor, not a theologian’s measured  
summary of the synodal proceedings. !e latter is,  
of course, indispensable to a full appreciation of what 
unfolded at the synod—but it is not what I set out  
to do. I wanted to create a written gallimaufry:  
a potpourri of perceptions, characters, factions  
and tensions, intrigues and turmoils, epiphanies  
and graced moments of insight.” 
—from the author’s Prelude

Michael W. Higgins is Basilian Distinguished Fellow 
of Contemporary Catholic !ought, St. Michael’s 

College, University of Toronto, and Distinguished Professor of Catholic !ought Emeritus at 
Sacred Heart University, Fair"eld, CT. He has produced several documentaries and authored 
numerous books, including !e Jesuit Disruptor: A Personal Portrait of Pope Francis (House of 
Anansi Press).
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