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This issue of Critical Theology contains three articles
focused on different parts of the world. The first, by
Shadia Qubti, focuses on the struggles and moral
dilemmas of Palestinians in Gaza and reflects on por-
tions of Scripture in light of these. The second, by Jan
Rehmann, analyzes how the Trump administration
is undermining democracy in the United States. The
third, by me, is the fourth in a series of articles reflect-
ing on the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, the Sermon on the Mount,
and the quest for right relations between Indigenous
Peoples and settlers in Canada. Though these articles
focus on different parts of the world, their topics are in-
terrelated by the global impact of actions by the Trump
administration, by the common theme of struggles for
life and human rights in each area, and by the belief
that biblical teachings can illuminate and support
these struggles. The articles are followed by a review
of a book containing theology being done in Gaza.

Note: Previously, Critical Theology has had two web-
sites. These have been consolidated into one. This
Spring 2026 issue will be posted on it in a new for-
mat that will make it possible to download individual
articles and book reviews. We thank our publisher,
Novalis, for their support in making this possible.

Vol. 8 No. 3
Spring 2026

Contents

Introduction

By Do SChWEIZEN ......ccvveiiiieiieiee e

Joshua in the Shadows of Genocide:
A Hagaric Decolonial Reading

By Shadia QUBLT ......ccooviiiiiiiiiicee

Forays into the Project of Fascization
in the United States

By Jan Rehmann ...

The Canadian Government’s Response
to American Tariffs, Indigenous Rights,
and the Sermon on the Mount

By Don SChWeItZEr .....coviiiiiiiiiciiecece e

BOOK REVIEW ..........cocooivieiieieeeeeee

Critical Theology, Vol. 8, No. 3 Spring 2026 / 1



A Synod Diary
Sixty Days that Shook the Church

Michael W. Higgins

A
SYNOD
DIARY »

Modelled on John Reed’s celebrated Ten Days that
Shook the World, his lively chronicling of the October
1917 Russian Revolution, this is a journal and
commentary on and during the high point of the
Bergoglio papacy—the October 2023 and 2024

Synod on Synodality.
Sixty Days “This is a sketchbook by a journalist and English
That Shook the literature professor, not a theologian’s measured
Church summary of the synodal proceedings. The latter is,

of course, indispensable to a full appreciation of what
unfolded at the synod—but it is not what I set out

to do. I wanted to create a written gallimaufry:

a potpourri of perceptions, characters, factions

and tensions, intrigues and turmoils, epiphanies

and graced moments of insight.”

—from the author’s Prelude

Michael W. Higgins is Basilian Distinguished Fellow
of Contemporary Catholic Thought, St. Michael’s
College, University of Toronto, and Distinguished Professor of Catholic Thought Emeritus at
Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, CT. He has produced several documentaries and authored
numerous books, including The Jesuit Disruptor: A Personal Portrait of Pope Francis (House of
Anansi Press).

144 pages, PB, ISBN: 978-2-89830-320-3 $29.95
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w Available at your local bookstore, online at en.novalis.ca or call 1-800-387-7164 to order.

Critical Theology: Engaging Church, Culture, and Society is published quarterly by Novalis © Novalis 2026.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise, without prior permission of and proper acknowledgement of Critical Theology:
Engaging Church, Culture, and Society.

Founding editor: Gregory Baum — Editorial team: Rosemary P. Carbine, Christine Jamieson, Scott Kline, Nicholas Olkovich, Don Schweitzer
Contributing editors: M. Shawn Copeland, Lee Cormie, Charles Curran, Marilyn Legge, Harold Wells
Design: Gilles Lépine and Audrey Wells — Layout: Audrey Wells

Available online at no charge at en.novalis.ca/products/critical-theology
ISSN: 2562-0347

Please send submissions and correspondence to don.schweitzer@saskatoontheologicalunion.ca.

M
W

NOVALIS

Critical Theology, Vol. 8, No. 3 Spring 2026 / 27



