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Introduction
By Don Schweitzer
St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon, Canada

This issue of Critical Theology contains three articles 
focused on different parts of the world. The first, by 
Shadia Qubti, focuses on the struggles and moral 
dilemmas of Palestinians in Gaza and reflects on por-
tions of Scripture in light of these. The second, by Jan 
Rehmann, analyzes how the Trump administration 
is undermining democracy in the United States. The 
third, by me, is the fourth in a series of articles reflect-
ing on the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, the Sermon on the Mount, 
and the quest for right relations between Indigenous 
Peoples and settlers in Canada. Though these articles 
focus on different parts of the world, their topics are in-
terrelated by the global impact of actions by the Trump 
administration, by the common theme of struggles for 
life and human rights in each area, and by the belief 
that biblical teachings can illuminate and support 
these struggles. The articles are followed by a review 
of a book containing theology being done in Gaza. 

Note: Previously, Critical Theology has had two web-
sites. These have been consolidated into one. This 
Spring 2026 issue will be posted on it in a new for-
mat that will make it possible to download individual 
articles and book reviews. We thank our publisher, 
Novalis, for their support in making this possible.
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Accidental Friends
Stories from my life in community 
By Beth Porter
As L’Arche communities across the country celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of L’Arche in Canada, this beautifully 
written memoir tells the inside story of daily life shared by people 
with a variety of abilities and limitations in L’Arche Daybreak, 
the earliest Canadian L’Arche community.
It is full of touching, sometimes amusing, but always life-affirming 
stories, and formational moments from the lives not only of author 
Beth Porter, who has been a part of the Daybreak community across 
four decades, but also of many others (including writer and pastor 

Henri Nouwen) alongside whom she lived and worked in this time.
Before coming to L’Arche in 1980, Beth Porter taught university English in Canada. She was 
lead editor for the book Befriending Life: Encounters with Henri Nouwen.

296 pp, PB 978-2-89688-666-1 $22.95
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A Synod Diary
Sixty Days that Shook the Church
Michael W. Higgins

Modelled on John Reed’s celebrated Ten Days that 
Shook the World, his lively chronicling of the October 
1917 Russian Revolution, this is a journal and  
commentary on and during the high point of the  
Bergoglio papacy—the October 2023 and 2024  
Synod on Synodality.

“!is is a sketchbook by a journalist and English  
literature professor, not a theologian’s measured  
summary of the synodal proceedings. !e latter is,  
of course, indispensable to a full appreciation of what 
unfolded at the synod—but it is not what I set out  
to do. I wanted to create a written gallimaufry:  
a potpourri of perceptions, characters, factions  
and tensions, intrigues and turmoils, epiphanies  
and graced moments of insight.” 
—from the author’s Prelude

Michael W. Higgins is Basilian Distinguished Fellow 
of Contemporary Catholic !ought, St. Michael’s 

College, University of Toronto, and Distinguished Professor of Catholic !ought Emeritus at 
Sacred Heart University, Fair"eld, CT. He has produced several documentaries and authored 
numerous books, including !e Jesuit Disruptor: A Personal Portrait of Pope Francis (House of 
Anansi Press).

144 pages, PB, ISBN: 978-2-89830-320-3 $29.95
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